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As she went along in all this state and magnificence she spoke very
graciously, first to one, then to another, whether foreign ministers
or those who attended for different reasons, in English, French,
and Italian.
Whoever speaks to her. It is kneeling; now and then she raises
some with her hand. While we were there, W. Slawata, a Bohemian
baron, had letters to present to her ; and she, after pulling off her
glove, gave him her right hand to kiss, sparkling with rings and jewels,
a mark of particular favour. Wherever she turned her face everybody
fell on their knees.
The ladies of the court followed next to her, very handsome and
well-shaped, and for the most part dressed in white. She was guarded
on each side by the Gentlemen Pensioners, fifty in number, with gilt
battle-axes. In the ante-chapel petitions were presented to her, and
she received them most graciously, which occasioned the acclamation
of Long live Queen Elizabeth ! She answered it with, I thank i/ou9
mi/ good People.
In the chapel was excellent music ; as soon as it and the service
was over, which scarce exceeded half an hour, the Queen returned
in the same state and order and prepared to go to dinner. But while
she was still at prayers we saw her table set out with the follow-
ing solemnity.
A Gentleman entered the room bearing a rod, and along with him
another who had a table-cloth, which, after they had both kneeled
three times with the utmost veneration, he spread upon the table, and
after kneeling again they both retired. Then came two others, one
with the rod again, the other with a salt-cellar, a plate, and bread.
When they had kneeled and placed what was brought upon the table,
they too retired with the same ceremonies performed by the first.
At last came an unmarried lady, dressed in white silk, who, when
she had prostrated herself three tunes in the most graceful manner,
approached the table and rubbed the plates with bread and salt,
with as much awe as if the Queen had been present.
When they had waited there a little while the Yeomen of the
Guard entered, bare-headed, clothed in scarlet, with a golden rose
upon their backs, bringing in at each turn a course of 24 dishes,
served in plate most of it gilt. These dishes were received by a
gentleman in the same order they were brought, and placed upon the
table, while the lady-taster gave to each of the Guard a mouthful to
eat of the particular dish he had brought, for fear of any poison.
During the time that this Guard were bringing dinner, twelve tram-
pets and two kettle-drums made the hall ring for half an hour together.
At the end of this ceremonial a number of unmarried ladies
appeared, who, with particular solemnity, lifted the meat off the
table and conveyed it into the Queen's inner chamber.